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PICKIUG  OUT  A  WINTER  COAT 
irmth.  and  wear  are  two  prime  considerations  in  choosing  a  winter 
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Usually  the  coat  is  expected  to  last  several  seasons.     So  a  conservative 
style  is  desirable  and  a  neutral  color  or  "black  is  a  wise  choice. 

The  warmth  of  a  coat  depends  on  its  design  and  on  the  kind  of 
fabrics  in  it,  inside  and  out.     Close-woven,  firm,  woolen  outer  fabrics  are 
warmer  than  loose,  open  weaves.    For  interlinings  there  are  some  new  kinds 
of  chamoislike  materials  that  serve  as  wind-breakers.     There  are  also  light- 
weight, woven,  wool  interlinings ,  and  q.uilted  wool.    The  last  is  warm,  but 
bulkier  and  heavier  than  the  others. 

In  the  design  of  the  coat  a  buttoned-up  neck  and  a  wide  overlap 
assure  warmth.     Sleeves  should  be  shaped  in  to  fit  the  wrists  or  have  a  wind- 
guard  inside  the  sleeve,  sewed  to  the  lining,  as  in  fur  coats.  Fastenings 
should  be  so  spaced  as  to  prevent  gaps.    IVhen  fm-  trim  is  placed  so  that  it 
adds  nothing  to  warmth  it  increases  expense.    Fur  trim  should  not  be  placed 
where  it  will  be  constantly  rubbed  by  handbags,  belts,  buckles,  or  jewelry. 

Wear  is  not  only  a  matter  of  good  materials  throughout  the  coat, 
but  also  of  cut  and  fit  and  workmanship.    Accurate  cut  v/ith  t?ie  grain  of  the 
cloth,  ample  seams  evenly  stitched  and  properly  stayed,  and  careful  pressing 
all  count.    A  well-fitted  coat  is  comfortable  when  the  wearer  walks,  sits, 
or  reaches  up. 

In  a  well-made  coat  the  lining  and  coat  are  usually  finished  sep- 
arately at  the  lov^er  edge,  and  the  lining  is  hand  felled  to  the  coat  up  the 
fronts  and  around  the  neck.     There  is  a  pleat  in  the  center  bade  of  the  lining 
to  allow  for  give,  and  the  lining  is  slippery  in  texture  so  that  the  coat 
can  be  put  on  and  taken  off  easily  without  armhole  strain. 
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